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Twenty First Sunday in Ordinary Time
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open to attend from 11am to



CATHOLIC PARISHES OF PEND OREILLE COUNTY

]p A@]RE AUGUST 27, 2017

I am a huge fan of Pope Francis. However, I know some people feel his messages to be against
Church teachings. How can the people criticize the pope when we believe our Lord has put Pope
Francis in the chair of St. Peter?

Spoiler alert: I'm a big fan of Pope Francis, too! I believe he’s doing much to bring people back to the
Church. If you look closely at the pope’s message, I think you’ll find the difference is not one of content but of
emphasis. Pope Francis has not changed any Church teaching, but he is shining the spotlight on some areas in
particular. Pope Francis has put a great deal of emphasis on mercy, simplicity, the poor, and immigrants. These
things have always been part of the Catholic Church. Our pope has decided that today these things need to be
brought to the forefront. As Catholics, we are free to say things like, “I wish the pope would put more
emphasis on doctrine,” or, “I wish he would talk more about what we need to do to be saved.” There’s even
nothing wrong in saying, “I liked Pope Benedict better.” But, because Francis is in Peter’s chair, we must
always first ask ourselves, “What is Jesus saying to me through the messages of Pope Francis?”

Fr. Patrick Keyes, CSsR Sundaybulletin@Liguoti.org
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Saint Peter’s Basilica is built on the tomb of Peter, which literally serves as the rock on which the church is
built. Peter states his faith, acknowledging Jesus as Messiah and Son of God, in the name of the other
apostles. In reply, the Lord reveals his intended mission for Peter: to become the visible foundation of the
Church. This account also tells us that Peter’s act of faith did not come through “flesh and blood,” that is,
through his human abilities, but through a particular revelation from God. By contrast, right afterward, as
Jesus foretells his passion, death, and resurrection, Peter “began to rebuke him,” denying that this would ever
happen (Matthew 16:22). Jesus scolds him in return. Peter shows his human weakness and what he is: a stone
along the path on which men can stumble. In this scene, the drama of each soul and the history of the papacy
and Church itself are anticipated. There is the joint presence of divine assistance by which the papacy
constitutes the Church’s foundation throughout history, and human weakness, which is also evident through
the centuries and can be transformed only through abandonment to God’s action. In today’s Gospel, Jesus
clearly promises the forces of evil will not prevail. Prophets such as Jeremiah (1:18-19) were threatened only
by human enemies, whereas Peter will have to be defended from a supernatural evil. Jeremiah receives a
promise that affects him as a person and his prophetic ministry; Peter receives assurances concerning the

future of the Church and the new community founded by Christ “upon this rock.”
—Fr. Mark Haydu, LC
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In today’s reading, St. Paul reminds the Romans — and us — that all things come from God: “For from Him
and through Him and for Him all things are.” Good stewards understand that #/is gift and share generously
the gifts of time, talent, and treasure with which they’ve been blessed.
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